In the Claims 

Please amend Claims 1 5 3 , 5 5 8, 10, 12-16, 18, 21, 23 , 25, 33 , 41, 42, 44, 46, 49, 50, 52, 
54, 57, 58, 61, 67, 69, 71, and 73 as follows: 

1. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for dynamically applying a 
custom application-compatibility fix to an application, comprising: 
receiving a request to launch an application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said requested application, wherein said 
custom database includes an operating system-provided compatibility fix; 

if there is a custom database for said requested application, adding said compatibility fix 
in said custom database to a list of compatibility fixes for said requested application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested application. 

3. (Amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database includes one identifying attribute of an incompatible 
application that matches one identifying attribute of said requested application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, determining if said central database includes information 
about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

5. (Amended) The method of Claim 3, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said requested application further comprises: 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, and if said central database includes information about a 
custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said custom database for said 
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incompatible application includes additional identifying attributes of said incompatible 
application that match additional identifying attributes of said requested application. 

8. (Amended) The method of Claim 7 5 wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility fix for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database includes identifying attributes of an incompatible 
application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said one incompatible application match identifying 
attributes of said requested application, determining if said central database includes information 
about an operating system-provided compatibility fix for said incompatible application. 

10. (Amended) The method of Claim 9, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility mode for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database includes identifying attributes of an incompatible 
application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said incompatible application match identifying attributes 
of said requested application, determining if said central database includes information about an 
operating system-provided compatibility mode for said incompatible application. 

12. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus operable for performing the 
method of any of Claims 1-10. 

13. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for dynamically applying a 
custom application-compatibility fix to an application, comprising: 

receiving a request to launch an application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said requested application, wherein said 
custom database includes an operating system-provided compatibility mode, wherein said 
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operating system-provided compatibility mode includes a set of operating system-provided 
compatibility fixes; 

if there is a custom database for said requested application, adding said set of operating 
system-provided compatibility fixes in said operating system-provided compatibility mode in 
said custom database to a list of compatibility fixes for said requested application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested application. 

14. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein said custom database includes a 
plurality of operating system-provided compatibility modes, wherein the sets of operating 
system-provided compatibility fixes in said plurality of compatibility modes are added to said list 
of compatibility fixes for said requested application. 

15. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein said custom database includes 
an operating system-provided compatibility fix and said operating system-provided compatibility 
mode, wherein said operating system-provided compatibility fix is added to said list of 
compatibility fixes for said requested application. 

16. (Amended) The method of Claim 13, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said first application further comprises: 

determining if a central database includes one identifying attribute of an incompatible 
application that matches one identifying attribute of said requested application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, determining if said central database includes information 
about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

18. (Amended) The method of Claim 16, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said requested application further comprises: 
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if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said requested application, and if said central database includes information about a 
custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said custom database for said 
incompatible application includes additional identifying attributes of said incompatible 
application that match additional identifying attributes of said requested application. 

21. (Amended) The method of Claim 20, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility fix for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database includes identifying attributes of an incompatible 
application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said one incompatible application match identifying 
attributes of said requested application, determining if said central database includes information 
about an operating system-provided compatibility fix for said incompatible application. 

23. (Amended) The method of Claim 22, wherein determining if there is an 
operating system-provided compatibility mode for said requested application further comprises: 

determining if a central database includes identifying attributes of an incompatible 
application that match identifying attributes of said requested application; and 

if said identifying attributes of said incompatible application match identifying attributes 
of said requested application, determining if said central database includes information about an 
operating system-provided compatibility mode for said incompatible application. 

25. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus operable for performing the 
method of any of Claims 13-23. 

33. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus operable for performing the 
method of any of Claims 26-3 1 . 
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41. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus operable for performing the 
method of any of Claims 34-39. 

42. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for creating a custom 
application-compatibility fix and dynamically applying the custom application-compatibility fix 
to an application, comprising: 

identifying a first application to be fixed; 

selecting an operating system-provided compatibility fix; 

storing said selected compatibility fix in a custom database for said first application; 

receiving a request for launching a second application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said second application; 

if there is a custom database for said second application, adding a compatibility fix in 
said custom database for said second application to a list of compatibility fixes for said second 
application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said second application. 

44. (Amended) The method of Claim 43, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 

determining if said central database includes one identifying attribute of an incompatible 
application that matches one identifying attribute of said second application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, determining if said central database includes information 
about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

46. (Amended) The method of Claim 45, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 
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if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, and if said central database includes information about a 
custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said custom database for said 
incompatible application includes additional identifying attributes of said incompatible 
application that match additional identifying attributes of said second application. 

49. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus operable for performing the 
method of any of Claims 42-47. 

50. (Amended) A computer-implemented method for creating a custom 
application-compatibility fix and dynamically applying the custom application-compatibility fix 
to an application, comprising: 

identifying a first application to be fixed; 

selecting an operating system-provided compatibility mode, wherein the compatibility 
mode includes a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes; 

storing said set of compatibility fixes contained in said selected compatibility mode in a 
custom database for said first application; 

receiving a request for launching a second application; 

determining if there is a custom database for said second application; 

if there is a custom database for said second application, adding the set of compatibility 
fixes stored in said custom database for said second application to a list of compatibility fixes for 
said second application; and 

applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested application. 

52. (Amended) The method of Claim 5 1 , wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 
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determining if said central database includes one identifying attribute of an incompatible 
application that matches one identifying attribute of said second application; and 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, determining if said central database includes information 
about a custom database for said incompatible application. 

54. (Amended) The method of Claim 53, wherein determining if there is a custom 
database for said second application further comprises: 

if one identifying attribute of said incompatible application matches one identifying 
attribute of said second application, and if said central database includes information about a 
custom database for said incompatible application, determining if said custom database for said 
incompatible application includes additional identifying attributes of said incompatible 
application that match additional identifying attributes of said second application. 

57. (Amended) A computer-controlled apparatus operable for performing the 
method of any of Claims 50-55. 

58. (Amended) A computer system for dynamically applying a custom application- 
compatibility fix, comprising: 

an operating system; 

an operating system-provided compatibility fix; 
a plurality of applications; 

a custom database for a first one of said plurality of applications that is incompatible with 
said operating system, wherein said custom database includes said operating system-provided 
compatibility fix; and 

wherein said operating system is operative to receive a request to launch a second one of 
said plurality of applications, to determine if there is a custom database for said second 
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# 



application, to add the compatibility fixes in said custom database to a list of compatibility fixes 
for said second application if there is a custom database for said second application, and to apply 
said compatibility fixes on said list to said second application. 

6 1 . (Amended) A computer system for dynamically applying a custom application- 
compatibility fix, comprising: 
an operating system; 

a plurality of operating system-provided compatibility fixes; 

an operating system compatibility mode, wherein said operating system-provided 
compatibility mode is a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes; 
a plurality of applications; 

a custom database for a first one of said plurality of applications that is incompatible with 
said operating system, wherein said custom database includes said operating system-provided 
compatibility mode; and 

wherein said operating system is operative to receive a request to launch a second one of 
said plurality of applications, to determine if there is a custom database for said second 
application, to add said set of compatibility fixes in said compatibility mode in said custom 
database to a list of compatibility fixes for said second application if there is a custom database 
for said second application, and to apply said set of compatibility fixes on said list to said second 
application. 

67. (Amended) The computer system of Claim 65, wherein said user interface 
further comprises: 

a menu including a list of identifying attributes of said incompatible application; and 
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wherein, upon selection of one of said identifying attributes, said compatibility 
administrator application is further operative to identify said incompatible application using said 
selected identifying attribute. 

69. (Amended) The computer system of Claim 65, wherein said user interface 
further comprises: 

a menu including a list of said operating system-provided compatibility modes; and 
wherein, upon selection of one of said compatibility modes, said compatibility 
administrator application is further operative to store said set of compatibility fixes in said 
selected compatibility mode in said custom database for said incompatible application. 

71. (Amended) The computer system of Claim 65, wherein said user interface 
further comprises: 

a menu including a list of said operating system-provided compatibility fixes; and 
wherein, upon selection of one of said compatibility fixes, said compatibility 
administrator application is further operative to store said selected compatibility fix in said 
custom database for said incompatible application. 

73. (Amended) A custom database providing a custom application-compatibility 
fix that is dynamically applied to an application by an operating system, wherein the custom 
database is capable of storing any combination of operating system-provided compatibility fixes 
and operating system-provided compatibility modes, wherein said operating system-provided 
compatibility mode includes a set of operating system-provided compatibility fixes. 
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Please add new Claims 74-79 as shown below: 

74. (New) The method of Claim 1, further comprising launching said requested 
application after the step of applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested 
application. 

75. (New) The method of Claim 13, further comprising launching said requested 
application after the step of applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested 
application. 

76. (New) The method of Claim 42, further comprising launching said second 
application after the step of applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said second 
application. 

77. (New) The method of Claim 50, further comprising launching said requested 
application after the step of applying said compatibility fixes on said list to said requested 
application. 

78. (New) The system of Claim 58, wherein said operating system is further 
operative to launch said second application after applying said compatibility fixes on said list to 
said second application. 

79. (New) The system of Claim 61, wherein said operating system is further 
operative to launch said second application after the step of applying said set of compatibility 
fixes on said list to said second application. 
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